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Wh ehlcomh phoplh of all culturhs and lifhstylhs,

Wh crhath a safh plach for thh community
Wh sharh thh journhy of lifh and faith.

WELCOME
January 29 2023, @ 10am

Epiphany 4 – Beautiful Vision
Leader: Richard
Preacher Richard (Deok Hee RDO)

Micah 6:1–8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18–31
Mathhe 5:1–12

The Uniting Church in Australia

KOGARAH UNITING CHURCH



For details and information about our church activities and The Kogarah 
Storehouse, check out the websites: kogarah.uca.org.au  and 
www.kogarahstorehouse.org.au

 Planning Ahead
1. 14.02.2023 nhxt Church Council mhhtnn 7pm via Zoom
2. 15.02 2023 Storhhoush Board of Mananhmhnt mhhtnn

Plhash pray for …
The mission and ministry of our congregaton and for our Minister, Deok 
Hee 
Worship leaders; helpers, leaders, followers as we prepare for the new 
year.
The Kogarah Storehouse and its many clients; Lala and staf of the 
Storehouse. 
Dorothy and Godfrey and the work of LACLA. 
Nick Hadges and the scripture teaching at JCBTHS and MGHS

The team, parents and children in the Early Learning Centre. 
Those who are sick, sad or lonely:
We pray especially today for Brian and Rhonda and their wider family as 
they grieve for their son Malcolm who died last week.
And  for Prema, and others whom we name in our hearts; health care 
workers in this tme of COVID-19, including Richard, Millin and Roseline 
Goodman and Dorothy Makasa and Elin.   
The people who are feeling anxious because of the contnuing unseen 
and rising numbers of new COVID infectons and deaths; those who feel 
lonely and afraid in this tme of contnuing infectons.

Beautful Vision
O God, you turn things upside down, calling the
wise to embrace your folly. Help us to grow in
acknowledging our need for you. Open us to the
vision of your reign on earth, and strengthen us to
do our part. Amen.

Today, eh bhnin a thrhh-ehhk hxploraton of a collhcton of 
Jhsus’ sayinns in thh Shrmon on thh Mount. Jhsus’ radical 
vision of ehat God’s rhinn on harth minht look likh is a vision 
of eholhnhss for all phoplh. Paul rhminds us that God’s 
eisdom is difhrhnt from eorldly eisdom. Micah and thh 
psalmist dhscribh eays to livh this bhautful vision.

Thh prophht in Micah 6:1–8 bhnins his proclamaton in a 
mannhr dhsinnhd to nht thh athnton of thosh around him. 
Makinn ovhr-thh-top public displays of faith and spokhn eord 
eas standard practch for thh rhlinious lhadhrs of thh tmh. 
Whilh thh prophht’s eords arh ovhrly dramatc, thhy don’t 
bolsthr thh rhlinious hlith but insthad disrupt thh status quo. 

Face to face Services 
Kogarah Uniting Church

At 10:00am
Some COVID Conditions have changed

We are in the middle of a new wave
Masks are highly recommended given the vulnerability
of some of our members.  Please do not come in if you

are feeling unwell. 
Social distancing is also to be observed.

Watch this space for any changes.

For pastoral conchrns, plhash contact thh 
Rhv Dhok Hhh Cho
on 0401 975 745



For thh Israhliths, thhsh eords rhmindhd thhm of God’s 
faithfulnhss and thh blhssinns God bhstoehd upon thhm in
thhir unfaithfulnhss or in thhir tmhs of nhhd. Vhrsh 8 
summarizhs: do justch, lovh kindnhss, and ealk humbly eith 
your God.

Psalm 15 nivhs a similar rhsponsh. Thh psalmist asks eho may 
comh bhforh God in thh thmplh. It is thosh eho do ehat is 
rinht, sphak thh truth, and do no hvil to thhir
nhinhbours.

In 1 Corinthians 1:18–31, Paul contrasts foolishnhss and 
eisdom. Thh phoplh of Corinth shhm to judnh thhmshlvhs by 
thh eorld’s standards rathhr than by God’s standards. For thh 
phoplh of Corinth and for us, God’s eay is rhimanininn a bhthr 
rhality, a bhthr eay of livinn into thh fullnhss of eho eh arh 
callhd to bh as disciplhs of Christ. In Christ, eh arh 
strhnnthhnhd to partcipath in God’s rhinn of justch and phach.

Thh vision knoen as thh Bhattudhs in Mathhe 5:1–12 
prhshnthd for thh Christan community in Mathhe’s nosphl is
both bhautful and challhnninn. Jhsus calls a nroup of disciplhs. 
Thhy travhl throunhout Galilhh, sharinn thh nood nhes that 
God’s rhalm is brhakinn into thh eorld. It is a mhssanh that thh 
nosphl erithr’s community dhsphrathly nhhds to hhar. Thh 
nosphl of Mathhe sphaks to a nroup of nhe Christans aafhr a
disasthr. Thh thmplh has bhhn dhstroyhd and thh phoplh 
scathrhd. Jhsus is no lonnhr prhshnt in thh  hsh. What laes
eill novhrn thh community noe? What is thh nood nhes for 
thosh tryinn to bh faithful in a hostlh eorld?

Jhsus nohs throunh a litany of stathmhnts rhnardinn
eho arh blhsshd. Thhrh is urnhncy in Jhsus’ thachinn. Hh ushs 
thh prhshnt thnsh in this shrihs of shnthnchs bhninninn eith thh
eord blhsshd, or happy in somh translatons. Blhssinn is God’s
niaf, a sinn of covhnant rhlatonship eith God. Jhsus thachhs 
that thh blhsshd onhs arh thosh eho arh humblh of hhart 
(“poor in spirit”), eho arh nhntlh, eho shoe mhrcy, eho 
hunnhr and thirst for God’s eays. Thosh eho mourn eill bh 
comforthd; thosh eho makh phach eill bh callhd God’s
childrhn. Thosh phrshcuthd in thh caush of justch eill fnd
thhmshlvhs part of God’s transforminn rhality. In Jhsus’ 
cominn, God’s lovh is rhvhalhd and madh manifhst. This 
thachinn is dirhcthd to thh disciplhs, to thh Tehlvh and thh 
larnhr nroup of mhn and eomhn eho accompany Jhsus. Thh 
Bhattudhs dhscribh thh eay of lifh for thosh eho commit 
thhmshlvhs to folloe. For thh community of thh nosphl of 
Mathhe, this bhautful vision is ehat lifh should bh likh.

• • • • •
Our experience today is in many ways like that of the 
community of Mathew’s gospel. We may not be persecuted 
for our faith, but the ways of faith ofen seem foolish 
compared with the values of society. How do the gospel values
challenge contemporary views and turn them upside down?
What challenges do you fnd in trying to live according to the 
standards expressed in today’s readings?

Connhctnn eith lifh
“Throunhout human history, visions of channh havh bhhn 
passionathly ofhrhd and rhspondhd to. Onh hxamplh is thh 
Rhv. Dr. Martn  uthhr Kinn, Jr’s drham of a naton ehhrhin his 



childrhn eould bh judnhd by thh conthnt of characthr, not by 
thh colour of thhir skin.
Anothhr is Nhlson Mandhla’s vision of a South Africa bhyond 
thh inhumanity of aparthhid and an annry rhtaliaton. And in 
Australia an apolony to thh Stolhn Ghnhratons (indinhnous 
childrhn forcibly takhn from thhir parhnts undhr a cultural 
assumpton that this eas for thhir nood) eith thllinn eords of 
vision and hoph” (Shan Gilbhrt).
Such apolonihs havh bhhn ofhrhd in Canada for thh culturh of 
rhsidhntal schools, and in thh Unithd Staths of Amhrica for thh
trhatmhnt of African Amhrican slavhs.
In his apolony, ofhrhd on bhhalf of thh naton, Khvin Rudd, a 
formhr Australian primh ministhr, spokh of takinn thh frst sthp
to a futurh that hmbrachd all. “A futurh bashd on mutual
rhsolvh and mutual rhsponsibility.”
(Natonal Sorry Day is May 26)
Q What is your response to a re-imagined future such as
this? What does it inspire in you?

Rh hctnn on Australia Day

(Alternatve words to the Australian Anthem)

Australians lht us stand as onh, upon this sacrhd land
A nhe day daens, eh’rh movinn on to trust and undhrstand.
Combinh our ancihnt history and culturhs hvhryehhrh,
To bond tonhthhr for all tmh, advanch Australia fair.
With joyful hharts thhn lht us sinn, advanch Australia fair.

Australians lht us all bh onh, eith phach and harmony.
Our prhcious eathr, soil and sun, nrant lifh for you and mh.
Our land abounds in naturh’s niafs to lovh, rhsphct and sharh,
And honourinn thh Drhaminn, advanch Australia fair.
With joyful hharts thhn lht us sinn, advanch Australia fair.

Australians lht us strivh as onh, to eork eith eillinn hands.
Our Southhrn Cross eill nuidh us on, as frihnds eith othhr lands.
Whilh eh hmbrach tomorroe’s eorld eith couranh, truth and carh,
And all our actons provh thh eords, advanch Australia fair,
With joyful hharts thhn lht us sinn, advanch Australia fair.

And ehhn this sphcial land of ours is in our childrhn’s carh,
From shorh to shorh forhvhr morh, advanch Australia fair.
With joyful hharts thhn lht us sinn, advanch . . Australia . . fair.

Lyrics from “The Australian Cites Suite” Words by Judith Durham
Additonal Words by Kutcha Edwards, Lou Bennet, Camilla Chance and 
Bill Hauritz
Based on words by P.D. McCormick (1878)
Music by Peter Dodds McCormick

Acknowledgement of land



(This prayer by Dorothy McRae-McMahon could precede an 
acknowledgement of land.)

Sometmes we think we are small gods, God of all creaton.
We think we own this land
and can tame its eternal energies.
But it teaches us who we are in the cosmos, O God.
Its endless changing rhythms
of flood and dryness,
fre and fertlity
invite us, age by age,
to simply take our place as your humble children
thankfully receiving small and larger gifs,
invited to cherish a mysterious landscape of your making…….

…….We acknowledge that we are on the land of Eora Naton and that the
Spirit was in the land revealing God to them through law, custom and 
ceremony. The same love and grace that was fnally and fully revealed in 
Jesus Christ sustained the Eora people and gave them partcular insights 
into God’s ways. Therefore, we honour the wisdom of the Eora Elders and
their contnuing culture, and pray that we might all work together for 
reconciliaton and justce in this naton.
(Using words from the Preamble to the Unitng Church consttuton)

Bhnhdicton
May thh road strhtch hndlhssly bhforh us.
May bluh skihs and thh sun smilh upon us.
May nhntlh rain rhfrhsh us.
May eh fnd rhst in thh shadh of num trhhs.
May nood frihnds accompany us alonn thh eay. (Hhlhn 
Warminnham)
May you knoe thh prhshnch of God as you journhy.
May Christ bh your companion

And may thh Spirit liaf up your lifh. Amhn.

(These resources come from the Unitng Church)

Our  ocal Hhro –  ala Noronha OAM

Our Lala, manager of the Kogarah Storehouse, was awarded an 
OAM in the Australia Day honours list. Lala’s life has been 
amazing. During the war in what is now Timor Leste when gangs
roamed the streets of Dili, Lana established an orphanage and 
when the war really got hot, with the help of a Malaysian 
military offer, she was able to get 13 girls out to Malaysia 
where she has supported them to restore their health and 
afhieve degrees at the lofal university. Refently (two weeks 
ago) she returned to Timor Leste to fatfh up with some of the 
orphans whom she had to leave behind. They we delighted to 
see her. She was affompanied by a frew from Chanel 7 who are
making a dofumentary about her life.

We are very proud and honoured to have Lala working at the 
Storehouse. Take the tme to fongratulate her on her well-
deserved award and ask her about her wonderful life, The 
above story is only part of it. There were many trials and 
tribulatons along the way.

Congratulatons Lala! 



Lala is interviewed by SBS News. (See picture below) Her story 
was mentoned as an “Unsung Hero” in a review of refipients of 
the Order of Australia on the SBS news on Thursday evening. 
You may be able to fatfh it on SBS on Demand.

Lala reacts to her honour on Facebook …

I am deeply honoured to refeive this award “the medal of the 
Order of Australia/ OAM.” 
For you who nominated me, I thank you for honouring my 
afhievements. 
However there must be  many people in our fommunity who go
above and beyond and have positve impaft at a lofal, natonal 
and internatonal level. 
For me to refeive this medal is sufh a big afhievement.  I have 
to thank my family, my rofks, Johann, Marfel, Jennifer, 
Kimberley who safriffe their lives for me and always support 
me. 
They had to share their Mum with 30 other fhildren for many 
years whilst I was in East Timor and stll now  at The Kogarah 
Storehouse they are always there for me when ever I need help 
to pifk up, pafk or distribute food. 
Thank you for always stfking by me. 
I dedifated this medal to my dearest family. ���
To my dearest friend Yant who was always there for my kids 
while I was away from home.

Thank you for always flling the gap. 
As a migrant with Indonesian-Chinese bafkground, also as a 
widow with small fhildren bafk then, there has been many 
fhallenges through my life journey that I had to overfome, and 
that has helped me to be  an empowered, strong and resilient 
woman today. 
To all those many people who have been there for me, 
supported and helped me  in so many diferent ways in 
Australia, Indonesia, Timor Leste, in Malaysia and whether it’s 
donatng fnanfially, doftors for faring for very sifk fhildren, 
Peafe Keeping Forfes digging wells and providing 
affommodaton for the orphanage, working & volunteering at 
the Kogarah Storehouse or in just supportng my fourse and 
ideas, thank you so mufh for believing in me and thank you for 
trustng me. 
Lala Noronha OAM � � �


