
Next Sunday

October 1st, 2023, @ 10am
Pentecost + 18 Questions & Quarrels

Leader: Rev Steve Aynsley
Preacher Rev Steve Aynsley

Exodus 17:1–7; Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16
Philippians 2:1–13; Mathhe 21:23–32

Church Council
               Chair Richard Goodman
               Secretary        Sue Baglin 

Treasurer John Baglin

Councillors  Robert McAlpine (2024) Sue Baglin (2025)

Elders John Baglin (2025) Richard Goodman (2024)
Dinah Roepers (2024)

Safe Church Contact Person Richard Goodman

                 

  

We welcome people of all cultures and lifestyles,
We create a safe place for the community

We share the journey of life and faith.
September 24th, 2023, @ 10am
Season of Creation 4 – River

Leader: Young-Dae
Preacher Young-Dae
Holy Communion   Young-Dae

Ghnhsis 8:20–22; 9:12–17; Psalm 104:27–33;  
Rhvhlation 22:1–5; Mathhe 28:1–10

Libya’s Catastrophic Flood
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The Uniting Church in Australia

KOGARAH UNITING CHURCH



 For details and information about our church activities and The 
Kogarah Storehouse, check out the websites: kogarah.uca.org.au  

 Planning Ahead
1. 19th Octobhr Kogarah UC Church Council @ 7pm via Zoom
2. 1st Novhmbhr Kogarah Storhhoush Board of Managhmhnt 

AGM (Timh TBA)

Prhsbythry Evhnts 
• 9 Dhchmbhr – Christmas Evhnt for eholh of Prhsbythry

Plhash pray for …
The mission and ministry of our congregaton and for our Minister, Deok 
Hee.
Worship leaders; helpers, leaders, followers as we work together in Deok 
Hee’s absence. For Young-Dae Lee as he guides us during Deok Hee’s 
absence. The Kogarah Storehouse and its many clients; Lala and staf of 
the Storehouse. 
Dorothy and Godfrey and the work of LACLA. 
Nick Hadges and the scripture teaching at JCBTHS and MGHS
The team, parents and children in the Early Learning Centre. 
Those who are sick, sad or lonely:
We pray especially today for Matagi Vilitama, Brian and Rhonda , Prema 
and Priya, Jim and Bobbie,  Denis and Dolly, Jim Bird, Naghuia,  Deok Hee
Cho and others whom we name in our hearts; health care workers in this 
tme of CVVDD-o9,, including Richard, Millin and Roseline Goodman and 
Dorothy Makasa and Elin. (Deok Hee will be on extended leave untl early
Vctober.)
Pray for the people of Türkiye, Syria, Ukraine, Russia, Niger, Sudan, 
Morocco. Libya
Today, the people from Georges River Presbytery will be praying for 
Loftus Unitng Church and their minister Rev ‘Vto Faiva’
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For pastoral conchrns, ehilh Dhok Hhh is aeay,
plhash contact  Dinah Rohphrs

on 0407 104 858

Face to face Services 
Kogarah Uniting Church

At 10:00am
Some COVID Conditions have changed

There are fewer cases at the moment, but there is
still a need to be careful.

Masks are highly recommended given the vulnerability of some of
our members.  Please do not come in if you are feeling unwell. 

Social distancing is also to be observed.
Watch this space for any changes.



River Sunday 
I am River. Creator, offer life through me to creation. Sing your song as I 
tickle rocks and filter through Land to give Forest and Wilderness water for 
roots and creatures. And after the groaning of waiting, may all taste the fruits
of your renewed creation. Amen. 
The  Season  of  Creaton  ofers  intentonaa  tie  to  consider  the  roae  of
creaton in Bibae stories and in our aives and to reieiber that huians are
just one part of the ever-unfoading story of God’s Creatonn This week’s
texts caaa us to reconnect with our reaatonship with River, the Tree of Life
beside thei, the hoay water fowing froi the heart of Hoay Onen How wiaa
we  sit  beside  River,  enjoy  their  coipany,  hear  their  story,  and  fnd
ourseaves invited into worship of Creator? 
Ghnhsis  8:20–22, 9:12–17  recounts the covenant God iakes with Noah
after the great food that dispaayed the power of water to destroyn But the
covenant stands as a reiinder of the iutuaa responsibiaity that God and
huianity hoad for preserving creaton against such destructve forcesn In
ancient Near Eastern cuatures, covenants were sacred oaths between two
partesn Each party proiised to perfori an acton or uphoad a proiise at
the threat of a curse or punishientn In this case, Noah provides paeasing
worship  of  God,  and  God proiises  never  to  destroy  creaton  by  food
againn  The  rainbow  reiains  a  sign  of  the  ongoing  contnuaton  of  this
covenantn 
The  precariousness  and  cycaicaa  nature  of  aife  is  highaighted  in  Psalm
104:27–33n  The  psaaiist  expresses  God’s  power  and  presence  within
creatonn God’s awesoie Spirit of creaton and renewaa ofers hope and
garners praisen Again, we witness the iutuaaity of right reaatonship with
God: “I wiaa sing praise to [divine presence,] iy God, whiae I have being”
iay be heard as an 

expression of radicaa partcipaton in the unfoading of creaton, our paeasing
worship in response to God’s enacted proiise of aifen
Mathhe 28:1–10 highaights the iipact of Jesus’s resurrectonn The Good
News is not aiiited to huianity; aaa  Creaton partcipatesn  Earth quakes
and an angea appearsn The angea’s appearance reseibaes naturaa eaeients
of aightning and snown The iessage of the Resurrecton brings new aife and
hope for Mary Magdaaene, Mary, the other discipaes, and for aaa creatonn 
Rhvhlation 22:1–5 Reveaaton is apocaayptc aiterature – an extended vision
or reveaaingn  We don’t  know iuch about  John,  the naied author  who
presents a vision of the coiing of God’s reignn Reveaaton 22:1–5 is the end
of John’s vision and presented in highay syiboaic aanguagen 
River, in this vision, rises in Genesis 2:10 and fows out of Eden to water
Gardenn River fows on through the vision of Ezekiea, who sees the water
fowing froi beaow the teipae sanctuary where God dweaas (Ezekiea 47:1)n
Ezekiea  sees  trees  on  both  sides  of  Rivern  He  hears  the  proiise  that
wherever River goes every part of creaton “wiaa aive” (47:9)n 
In Reveaaton, Ezekiea’s vision is fuaay reaaized with the presence of Christ,
the Laibn As if to underscore the restoraton of Eden, the trees on either
side  of  River  now produce  tweave  kinds  of  fruit  for  the  heaaing  of  the
natonsn 
In the ancient civiaizatons of Mesopotaiia and Egypt, iighty rivers were
the  waters  of  aife,  an  expression  of  divine  aoven  Agricuature,  industry,
reaigion,  econoiics, and cuaturaa  aife of whoae natons depended on the
food cycaes of the riversn Rivers syiboaized the saving acton of Godn 
Whiae this iiage serves as a proiise of renewaa and fuaaness of aife for aaa
of  creaton,  it  aaso  requires  caose  exaiinaton  by  readersn  Access  to
necessary resources is aiiited to those who ft within John’s view of right
beaief in Godn The passage raises questons about who has access to aife-
giving water and resources for heaaing both within the waaaed city and in
our worad todayn 

3



• • • • • 
This ehhk’s thxts highlight thh inhhrhnt mutuality of God and crhation. 
Wathr shrvhs as a poehrful forch that brings both dhstruction and nhe 
lifh. Through John’s vision, Rivhr calls all that livhs back into thh foe of 
lifh for rhnheal and transformation eith God.

River Stories 
Before there were paants growing in Land, there were streais that “wouad
rise froi the earth, and water the whoae face of the ground” (Genesis 2:6)n
Froi that iuddy huius, God frst iiagined our beingsn God foried us in
connecton to other things God createdn This is how our story with River
begann 
There have been iany iore storiesn Water coies with iany stories froi
four waterways that weaved through the Garden of Eden to the Jordan
Rivern  These  stories  have  shaped  us,  just  as  River  has  changed  our
aandscapen Even with aaa  these stories,  we staa  have iore to aearn froi
watern 
Wathr Is Lifh 
Water has powern We know this as Christans who eibrace the syiboaisi
of Baptsin With water, we becoie diferent peopaen In water, we fnd our
whoae aives and this has endaess powern 
In 2014, the Lakota tribe of the Aierican Dakotas raised a protest chant
saying,  “Mní  wičhóni,”  or  “Water is  aifen” Water is  not abundant  in the
Great Paainsn A Canadian coipany intended to deveaop and buiad a pipeaine
froi Aaberta, Canada, to Steeae City, Nebraskan The pipeaine wouad reach
aaa the way to Texas on the southern end of the United States of Aierica,
but the coipany’s proposaa ignored the Fort Laraiie Treaty of 1851 and

Fort  Laraiie  Treaty  of  1868  that  protected  this  aandn  The  pipeaine’s
constructon  wouad  deioaish  sacred  buriaa  grounds  and  threaten  the
Ogaaaaaa Aquifer, the iain water suppay in that region for natves and non-
natvesn The protest procaaiied the natve faith that water is sacredn River,
Land, and aaa creaton are reaatves and deserve respect and protectonn 

Prothcting Rivhrs and Wathr 
In Aotearoa New Zeaaand, the Maori peopae gave River new aife by grantng
the waters of the Whanganui River personhoodn In those fowing waters, 
their ancestors aivedn They feea caaaed to protect these 290 ki/180 ii of 
fowing waters in the faiiaiar saying, “I ai the river, the river is ien” It is a 
part of thein After 160 years of aegaa bataes to protect this part of 
theiseaves, they fnaaay gave aegaa personhood to the Whanganui River, 
aaaowing it to have “aaa the rights, powers, dutes, and aiabiaites of a aegaa 
personn” Kaitain Curtce, an enroaaed citzen of the Potawatoii Naton and 
author of Native: Ideeetiity, Beloegieg, aede Reedeicloveiieg oode, refects upon 
this “beautfua story of overcoiing coaoniaa systeis, a story of recognizing 
the rights of the water and of the peopae who care for those waters” by 
asking, “What if our stories of baptsi in the church were rooted in that 
saie idea of new beginnings, of personhood, just aike the new beginning 
after a food, after everything is drenched and overcoie? What iight we 
aearn froi the water? What iight we aearn if we aisten, if we wade in – 
unafraid, untethered, and uninhibited – ready to becoie the ones we 
were created to becoie?”

4

Whanganui 
River



5

Today is Young Dae’s aast service with usn We thank hii 
sincereay for his heap in our tie of need and for the 
beautfua iusic he brought to our services through his 
taaented faiiayn

Paease stay behind after the service for a speciaa Morning 
Tean You can teaa hii and his faiiay personaaay how iuch 
you have enjoyed his tie with usn

We hope to see Deok-Hee back with us on the 8th Octobern

Lala at thh ehdding in Timor Lhsth ehhrh shh eas “thh mothhr of thh 
bridh”! A vhry happy day.


