
Next Sunday

November 26th , 2023, @ 10am
Pentecost + 26 – Reigning Christ

Leader: Deok Hee
Preacher Deok Hee
Holy Communion   Deok Hee

Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24: Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15–23

Matthew 25:31–46

Church Council

               Chair Richard Goodman
               Secretary        Sue Baglin 

Treasurer John Baglin

Councillors  Robert McAlpine (2024) Sue Baglin (2025)

Elders John Baglin (2025) Richard Goodman (2024)
Dinah Roepers (2024)

Safe Church Contact Person Richard Goodman

       

                 

  

We welcome people of all cultures and lifestyles,
We create a safe place for the community

We share the journey of life and faith.
November 19th , 2023, @ 10am

Pentecost + 25 – Attitude of Abundance
Leader: Dinah
Preacher Deok Hee

Judges 4:1–7; Psalm 123; I Thessalonians 5:1–11

Matthew 25:14–30
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The Uniting Church in Australia

KOGARAH UNITING CHURCH



For details and information about our church activities and The 
Kogarah Storehouse, check out the websites: kogarah.uca.org.au  


 Planning Ahead

1. 16th December Storehouse/Church Christmas celebraton
Christmas is coming …
3rd December Advent 1 @ 10am Hope
10th December Advent 2 @ 10 am Peace
16th December Kogarah UC & Storehouse Community Christmas – 
@ 5pm followed by dinner.
17th December Advent 3 @ 10am Joy
19th December Blue Christmas @ 7:30pm
24th December Advent 4/Christmas Eve @10am + HC Love

(No evening service. Bring lunch to share.)
25th December Christmas Day @ 9am
31st December News Year’s Day 10am
Please plan to be there where possible.
Advent Studies – Fridays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 23 @ 10am

Presbytery Events 
• 9 December – Christmas Event for whole of Presbytery
Please pray for …
The mission and ministry of our congregaton and for our Minister, Deok 
Hee.
Worship leaders; helpers, leaders, followers The Kogarah Storehouse and
its many clients; Lala and staf of the Storehouse. 
Dorothy and Godfrey and the work of LACLA. 
Nick Hadges and the scripture teaching at JCBTHS and MGHS
The team, parents and children in the Early Learning Centre. 
Those who are sick, sad or lonely:
We pray especially today for, Brian and Rhonda , Prema and Priya, Jim 
and Bobbie,  Denis and Dolly, Jim Bird, Naghuia,  health care workers in 
this tme, including Richard, Millin and Roseline Goodman and Dorothy 
Makasa and Elin. 
For others whom we name in our hearts.
Pray for the people of Türkiye, Syria, Ukraine, Russia, Niger, Sudan, 
Morocco. Libya. Israel and Palestne
Today, the people from Georges River Presbytery will be praying for 
Sefton UC and their minister Rev Gaby Kobrossi. .

                                                                                           

2

For pastoral concerns, 
please contact  Rev Deok Hee Cho

on 0401 975 745

Face to face Services 
Kogarah Uniting Church

At 10:00am
Some COVID Conditions have changed

There are fewer cases at the moment, but
there is still a need to be careful. A new strain

was detected last week.
Masks are highly recommended given the vulnerability of

some of our members.  Please do not come in if you are feeling
unwell. 

Watch this space for any changes.



Attitude of 
Abundance 
That there is enough for all to live and flourish, Holy One, we thank you. 
We confess that we do not enact this reality. 
Help us live in an attitude of abundance, so all may have enough. Amen. 

When we live with an attite of abintance, we are liberatet from the
tyranny of greet into hope. We are empoweret to tivest some of what we
have beyont “enoigh,” so no one has less than “enoigh.” That is Got’s
way of mercy ant jistce. 
Judges 4:1–7 Got works where Got will work. When the sitiaton seemet
hopeless, Got was alreaty at work to provite a leater ant teliverance.
Got jitges, ant also sees ant saves. In the context of Got’s power for
mercy, the psalmist of Psalm 123 brings together the interests of a master
ant a servant. 
In  1  Thessalonians  5:1–11,  Pail  imagines  Christans  clothet  with  the
virties  of  faith,  hope,  ant  love  as  they  resist  pressire  to  conform  to
society.  Living  ant  working  as  thoigh  the  filfllment  of  Got’s  reign  is
imminent,  tisciples  bring  the  abintant  possibilites  of  Got’s  grace  ant
compassion to all. 
Matthew  25:14–30  The  frst-centiry  chirch  in  Antoch  was  striving  to
forge a initet comminity of Jewish ant Gentle members. First attresset
to this comminity, the gospel of Mathew portrays Jesis as a new Moses,
proviting Torah-like wistom. Mathew inclites fve main sectons of Jesis’
teaching. Totay’s focis verses are from the fnal secton (Mathew 24–25)
ant Jesis’ response to the tisciples’ qiestons aboit the “ent of the age.” 

In  Jesis’  tay,  owners  of  large  family  enterprises  ofen  travellet  to
protect  their  bisiness  interests  ant  increase  their  wealth.  Carefilly

selectet inner circles of servants managet afairs in their absence. To sich
tristet servants, the master in Mathew 25:14–30 entrists large sims of
money. For the frst hearers, this money metaphor to tescribe Got’s reign
likely woilt have been sirprising ant controversial. 
By the tme of  Jesis,  money coinet by governments  was the acceptet
form of payment for goots, services, ant taxes. Banks servet the bisiness
comminity  by  exchanging  cirrencies  ant  lenting  money.  Banks  pait
interest on fints tepositet with them. Most citiens hat litle money to
save ant probably hit what they hat for safekeeping. 
The exact valie of “a talent” is not clear. In ancient Israel, one talent was
eqiivalent to 3,000 shekels – aboit 34 kg/75 lb of golt or silver. In ancient
Greece, a talent was the amoint of silver neetet to pay a crew of 200
rowers for one month. 
As with any parable, Jesis’ teaching is open to miltple interpretatons.
The reference to “afer a long tme” in verse 19 can refer to the tme when
Got’s reign will come in its fillness. So, for some, this parable is a mantate
to  take risks  for  the sake of  following  Jesis’  mission.  For  some,  it  is  a
warning against living one’s life of tiscipleship in a maintenance manner,
waitng for the filfllment of Got’s reign ant not making the most of the
gifs that Got gives. 
Some scholars, notably William Heriog, siggest that the thirt servant is a
hero.  This  servant  stoot ip  to  a  temanting  boss  who encoiraget  his
employees to increase their wealth ant bank accoints by making loans or
investments that charget exorbitant interest rates. Birying the fints kept
them  from  being  iset  for  sich  corript  pirposes.  The  thirt  servant
embraces Got’s reign of jistce ant eqiity by refising to take acton that
woilt have oppresset others. 

• • • • • 
The realm of Got is here, in part, ant we are signs of that ratical, ipsite-
town way of life. Taking the thirt servant as oir example, how might we 
resist the pill of greet ant enact Got’s ratical, abintant generosity this 
week?
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Together we serve,
initet by love,
invitng Got's worlt to the gloriois feast.
We work ant we pray
throigh sorrow ant joy,
extenting yoir love to the last ant the least.

We seek to become
a beacon of hope,
a lamp for the heart ant a light for the feet.
We learn, year by year,
to let love shine throigh
intl we see Christ in each person we meet.

We welcome the scarret,
the wealthy, the poor,
the bisy, the lonely, ant all who neet care.
We ofer a home
to those who will come,
oir hants qiick to help, oir hearts reaty to tare.

Together, by grace,
we witness ant work,
remembering Jesis, in whom we grow strong.
Together we serve
in Spirit ant trith,
remembering love is the strength of oir song.
Worts © 1998 Hope Piblishing Company (Daniel C Damon
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