The Uniting Church in Australia

KOGARAH UNITING CHURCH

We welcome people of all cultures and
lifestyles,

We create a safe place for the community

We share the journey of life and faith.




For pastoral concerns, please contact Deok Hee on

0401 975 745.



https://www.kogarahstorehouse.org.au/

Word for the Day
Jesus and his company stop in a village where they are welcomed into the
household of Mary and Martha. Martha, frantic with the duties of
hospitality, is concerned about Mary who is seated at the Master’s feet
listening to his teaching.

Was Martha upset that Mary had left her to do all the work of rushing
around and taking care of everyone? There could be some truth here. Is
Jesus affirming the value of contemplative spirituality rather than one that
is purely active, in other words, a mindset so consumed with doing things
for God that we miss out on being with God? While, again, there might be
something to take from this notion, these explanations don’t tap into the
heart of the matter in this scene. This scene is actually just as wildly
radical as the previous episode with the lawyer and the parable of the
good Samaritan, where Jesus dismantles long-held distinctions between
insiders and outsiders (neighbour love knows no boundaries). Following
on from this we discover that not only was Jesus redrawing the boundaries
of God’s people beyond what people previously imagined, but he was also
redrawing the boundaries between men and women within Israel.

The major challenge and scandal present within this episode is that it is
located within a culture that affirmed clear divisions between male and
female spaces—men would meet in the public room. Women would inhabit
the kitchen and other areas that outsiders did not see. The only exceptions
were the married bedroom and areas outside of the home. N.T. Wright
explains that ‘Mary had crossed an invisible but very important boundary
within the house, and another equally important boundary within the social
world.” (N.T Wright in Luke for Everyone, p.130)

What, then, does Jesus do when Mary crosses over these invisible
boundaries? Jesus here provides a wholehearted affirmation of Mary’s
actions. Mary has heard Jesus calling people to take their part in God’s
dream for the world, and she wants in. She is one of Jesus’ fully awake
dreamers, defined not by what others might expect of her but rather by the
extravagant and empowering love of God that does not discriminate or
relegate anyone when it comes to participation in God’s dream for the
world. The heartbeat of God cries, ‘Take your place in the divine
symphony—whoever you are, whatever your history, status or gender—all
are invited'.
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Bobbie Miller  Elder 3 years

Sue Baglin Councillor 2 years John Baglin Elder 1year

Joshua Chang Councillor 1 year

Dorothy Makasa Elder 1 year




Next Sunday
27th July 2025 @ 10am

Pentecost 7 - Proper 12

Responding to Life’s Difficulties
Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19); Luke 11:1-13
Leader: Deok Hee

Reflection: Deok Hee
Holy Communion Deok Hee

Church Council 2024-2025

Chair Richard Goodman

Secretary Sue Baglin

Treasurer John Baglin
Councillors Robert M°Alpine (2026)

Sue Baglin (2025)

Dinah Roepers (2025)
Elders John Baglin (2025)

Bobbie Miller (2025)

Richard Goodman (2027)

Safe Church Contact Person Richard Goodman




