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Word for the Day

The five chapters in Lamentations are a series of poems that describe the
devastation of the exile—the exile of the people of Judah to Babylon. The
reforms during the reigns of Josiah and Hezekiah placed great emphasis

on Jerusalem and the temple as the centre of Israelite culture. Therefore,
the devastation felt because of the Babylonian invasion hit at the heart of

their society. Jerusalem here is figured as ‘Daughter Zion’ which carries a
range of meanings that can encourage us to think about what it means to
be a young woman.

Ideas for Reflection

e The stylising of Zion as a woman reminds us of the vulnerability of
women particularly in times of war. Women often become the
targets of domination, abuse and rape. Even today, many women
bear the scars of atrocities committed against them in wars and
regional conflicts. How might we pray for these women? Is there
anything we can do to assist them?

e Verse one presents us with three contrasts: full-empty, great-
widow, queen-slave. The idea of fullness-emptiness might contain
echoes of pregnancy, barrenness and lost children. The contrast
between greatness and the widow may refer to power
relationships. And queen versus slave may represent levels of
authority. How do the themes of power, authority, and blessing
apply to our own communities? Who are the ones with most power
and authority, and who are those with none? Whose lives are full of
blessing, and whose are empty? Once we have noticed these
imbalances, what might we want to do to address them?

e Australia has often demonised refugees and others fleeing war or
persecution. While Aotearoa, New Zealand's policies may differ,
we all must ask: as Christians, how do we hold our nations to
account for any unjust treatment of vulnerable people? How often
do we consider the trauma these individuals carry—and how it is
met by our own attitudes? What is our responsibility toward those
seeking safety and hope?

e Evenif we haven'’t faced something as devastating as war and
exile, life can present many challenges. How might this passage
and other Bible verses help us to articulate, understand and deal
with the traumas we have faced in our lives? How do we give each
other permission to grieve and lament? How is this reflected in our
worship?
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A Prayer for the end of the Season of Creation

Throughout the months and years, the
hopes and actions that lie ahead,

May the Renewing Spirit of God bring

to fulfillment the integral ecological
conversion

beginning around the planet.

May God’s Spirit of Wisdom provide us all
the hope, wisdom, and courage we need
to restore the household of God on Earth,
making it once again a true Home for All.
May the prophetic Spirit of God bring
about just and loving global solidarity in
the human community so that together in
that Spirit

We may give birth to a life-giving and
profound Peace for all in the New Creation.
Amen

. The Season of Creation 2025 has brought together thousands of Christians

worldwide in prayer, reflection, and action for the care of our common home. Under
the theme “Peace with Creation,” believers have joined in ecumenical solidarity to seek
reconciliation with God, one another, and the Earth.

This sacred season culminates on October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi—the patron saint of ecology and a symbol of harmony between
humanity and nature.

Why St. Francis of Assisi is Central to the Season of Creation




St. Francis of Assisi embodied a deep relationship with creation. He
affectionately called the sun, moon, and earth his brothers and sisters,
recognizing the intrinsic value of all living beings and the natural world.
His Canticle of the Sun, a song of praise for creation, continues to inspire
Christians across denominations today.

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis refers to St. Francis as the “example par
excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out
joyfully and authentically.” His example perfectly reflects the mission of
the Season of Creation: restoring justice, healing broken relationships,
and fostering peace with creation.

Ecumenical Celebrations on October 4: Peace with Creation

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi has become a focal point for ecumenical
celebrations at the close of the Season of Creation. Christians of many

traditions come together in prayer services filled with music, scripture,
intercessions, and reflections on climate justice, the future of our planet,
and the hope for a renewed Earth.

This year’s closing events remind us that peace with creation is only
possible when justice is restored and when we act in solidarity with the
Earth and the poor.

(Bees are threatened in Australia and that puts all of our crops in
danger.)




Finding Hope in the Darkness
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you will find your welfare.
Jeremiah 297




