
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4th January 2026 @ 10am 

Epiphany Sunday 
Between Celebration and Precarity 

Leader     Robert 
Reflection    Deok Hee 

 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72, Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6, and Matthew 2:1-12 

 

                          

The Uniting Church in Australia 

KOGARAH UNITING CHURCH 

 

We welcome people of all cultures and lifestyles, 

We create a safe place for the community 

We share the journey of life and faith. 

 



For details and information about our church activities and The Kogarah 
Storehouse, check out the websites: kogarah.uca.org.au and 
https://www.kogarahstorehouse.org.au/ 

 
 
 

 
 

Where is the child? 
by Peter Lockhart 

 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?” 
 
Even on my lips asking this question sounds a bit odd. I live in a culture 
that does not believe people are born into a destiny but rather that we 
shape our own. I live in a culture which prefers democracy over 
monarchy. I live in a culture which is largely secular not religious and 
many of the Jewish people I know understand themselves as Jews by 
race not religion. 
 
The story of our faith is one which comes from another time and place 
and sounds strange to ears and looks odd even to our eyes, let alone 
those who do not know these stories of the scriptures. 
The strangeness of the question of the Magi who came seeking to pay 
homage to the child born king of the Jews is matched by the strangeness 
of the story itself. 
 
Astrologers from the East, possible Zoroastrians, follow a star that they 
have seen rising and come seeking a new king. The presence of these 
learned men of another religion and worldview in the story of the birth 
of Jesus should not be underrated. 
Guided by the star they come and offer homage to Jesus, driven by a 
purpose and meaning that is beyond our comprehension, God includes 
them in the story of salvation. They are an affirmation of the child Jesus’ 
identity as God’s anointed one, the coming king. 

 For pastoral concerns, please contact Deok Hee on 

0401 975 745. 

 

 

 

 

 

on 0401 975 745 

https://www.kogarahstorehouse.org.au/


 
Their presence: the presence of these foreign, probably even considered 
pagan wise men also affirms that the limits of God’s actions and activity 
is beyond any limits we might want to construct ourselves. God uses 
outsiders to affirm Jesus presence as God’s ultimate insider in the world. 
This is good news for all peoples everywhere – God’s love transcends the 
boundaries even of our faith. 
Following the light of the star the story of the wise men helps bring the 
truth of God’s love for the world to light. Across the world today 
Christians are celebrating the showing forth of God’s light in the world 
known as Epiphany. Yet how well is the light shining, is the light of the 
star that lead the Magi still bright? 
 

The strangeness of the story, the clash cultures between the wise men 
and Herod, are for me a confronting reminder of the current clash of 
cultures in which we find ourselves as a Christian community and raise 
that very question of how God’s light might be continually shone into 
this dark world. 
Too easily we can think only to the limits of what we know and how we 
have boxed our God and God’s activity in the world. Too easily can we 
assume that the world around us is, well, just like us! 
But the evidence is ever before us that the world is in a state of flux. 
Beliefs and understandings are like the shifting sands, even within the 
Christian community. 
 
Let me share an example. During the week after Christmas a colleague 
posted the following message on the Bremer Brisbane Facebook page: 
Had an interesting experience at our Christmas Day Churches Working 
Together lunch. Organised a few carols and a Car Park Parables 
Christmas video! All the kids ignored almost the whole lot until we got to 
"We wish you a merry Christmas" which they sang with gusto. The rest, 
like "Away in a manger" were completely foreign to them. It's certainly 
got me thinking about how we might present the Christmas story next 
year. Any suggestions? 
The world around us has moved on from the stories and songs that many 
of us hold dear. Little kids often don’t know the song “Away in a 



Manger” or “Jesus loves me”. Many don’t know the hope of holding a 
belief in God, or knowing the joy of a life lived in the Spirit, or the feeling 
of love from a giving and forgiving son who lived among us. 
 
The stories of our life and faith are not owned by those around us and 
more often than any of us would like to admit are ridiculed and 
disparaged. We speak of Jesus as the light of the world and we hear the 
promise of John that the darkness did not overcome it, but in a culture in 
which our story has been relegated to the sidelines how do we 
understand our place sharing the light, telling people the good news of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

This year we have challenged ourselves as a congregation with the 
theme “Living the Faith”. These are simple yet challenging words in the 
culture in which we find ourselves. 
Despite our perceived security in all that we have known I feel as if we 
need to be prepared to be like the Magi – to risk a journey out into the 
world, following a star, paying homage to the Christ Child and offering 
our gifts in a foreign culture. 
 
Yet, also to be prepared to welcome the Magi into our midst: welcoming 
people from different places, ethnically and spiritually, into our midst so 
that they too might experience the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
This two way movement takes us beyond the security blanket of the 
sentimentalised manger and into celebrating the risk taking adventure of 
God who lived among us as Jesus. 
If we are to engage in these two way movement journeying out and 
welcoming then we no doubt will have some lessons to learn. 
In setting out on their journey the Magi took the risk of cross 
boundaries. They travelled into another culture, into another land, into 
God’s presence. Will we be willing to make such journeys ourselves in 
the year to come? 
 
When the Magi approached Herod, whom they assumed sat on the seat 
of power his response to their presence is fear. The good news of Jesus 



presence in the world does not always sound as good news to all. Jesus 
questions those with privilege and authority and so can invoke a fear. 
We should not be naive and think that just because we have 
encountered Jesus as good news all people will understand God’s love 
just as we do and receive it and us with open arms. 
 
In their encounter with Mary & Joseph & the child Jesus the Magi were 
overcome with joy and offered their treasures in homage to Jesus. 
As people seeking also to encounter Jesus presence in the world around 
us and here let us also prepare our hearts for joy. I think sometimes we 
Protestants have become a little too controlled in our emotions and 
some even have a reputation as Christians for being dour. But when the 
Magi encounter Jesus there is joy – let us be prepared to be 
overwhelmed by that same joy and so share our encounters with God as 
good news. 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?” 
A strange question indeed but a question within a story which leads us 
to the good news of God’s presence in the world affirmed by strangers 
and celebrated by angels. Let us embrace this strange story we are part 
of and pray for help to find words of life and hope which share the light 
of God’s love in this strange world in which we live. 

 



 

  
Kogarah Storehouse Dates 

The Storehouse will be closed from 22nd December 2025 till 21st 

January 2026 (first food distribution day) 

 

It might have been just someone else’s story, 

Some chosen people get a special king. 

We leave them to their own peculiar glory, 

We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing. 

But when these three arrive they bring us with 

them, 

Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours; 

A steady step that finds an inner rhythm, 

A  pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars. 

They did not know his name but still they sought 

him, 

They came from otherwhere but still they found; 

In temples they found those who sold and bought 

him, 

But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground. 

Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice 

To seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice. 

Malcolm Guite 

(Malcom’s book Sounding the Seasons is available from 

Amazon) 



 

 

 

Planning Ahead  

• January 8th 2026 Kogarah Church Council @ 4pm in person at 

Kogarah UC to discuss Life and Witness report suggestions 

Please pray for … 

The mission and ministry of our congregation and for our Minister, Deok 

Hee, and Wynne Cheng as they make links to the Chinese community. 

Worship leaders; helpers, leaders, followers The Kogarah Storehouse and 

its many clients; Lala and staff and volunteers at the Storehouse. Dorothy 

and Godfrey and the work of LACLA. The team, parents and children in the 

Early Learning Centre.  

Those who are sick, sad or lonely: We pray especially today for Dennis and 

Robyn Lyons, Rhonda Chamberlain and family; Prema and Priya, Denis and 

Dolly, Ngahuia, Peter and Sue; Dinah; Ern Edwards; Jim Bird, Cindy, 

Dorothy and Godfrey, - For members of the Jewish community who 

continue to mourn. For others whom we name in our hearts.  

Pray for the people of Syria, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Ukraine, Russia, Israel and 

Palestine, especially the people of Gaza and Lebanon. The USA and the 

countries of Europe. Sudan. The people of South-East Asia, especially 

Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia plus Sri Lanka in this time of 

devastating floods. Those recovering from the catastrophic apartment 

fires in Hong Kong. 

 

 

 

 



Next Sunday 

11th January 2026 @ 10am 

First Sunday after Epiphany – Baptism of Jesus 
God is speaking to us 

Leader     Deok Hee 
Reflection    Deok Hee 

Holy Communion   Deok Hee 
 

Isaiah 42:1–9, Psalm 29, Acts 10:34–43, and Matthew 3:13–17 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Council 2025-2026 
 

              Chair  Richard Goodman 
              Secretary     Sue Baglin  
             Treasurer John Baglin (2027) 
             Councillors                        Robert McAlpine (2026)  
                                                                                   Sue Baglin (2026) 
  Joshua Chang (2026) 
   
             Elders  John Baglin (2026)  
  Bobbie Miller (2028) 

  Richard Goodman (2027) 
  Dorothy Makasa (2026) 
 

Culture of Safety Contact Person         Richard Goodman 

 


