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Faith on the road
| The Gathering of the People of God

WELCOME & GREETING

This Lenten season invites us to bring our whole selves—our loss, our long-
ing, our fragile faith—into God’s presence, where grief and hope are held to-
gether. Sometimes faith begins with a call that interrupts comfort. Like Ab-
ram, we are asked to leave the known for the promise of blessing not yet
seen. Like Nicodemus, we come in the night, full of questions and find that
God'’s Spirit is already moving. This week, we walk together in that tension,
trusting what we cannot yet see, believing that grace accompanies us step by
step.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY:

We acknowledge that this land is God’s land, and God’s Spirit dwells here. We
pay our respects to the elders past, present and emerging of the Biddegal people
of the Eora nation, who have cared for this land in time beyond our dreaming.
This land on which we live and move was and always will be Aboriginal Land.

KUC MISSION STATEMENT

We are a congregation

who welcome people of all cultures and lifestyles,
who create a safe place for the community

and who share the journey of life and faith.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Come, wanderers and seekers.
We come, ready to listen for God’s call.
Come, those carrying grief or uncertainty.

We come, trusting love will guide the way.



Come, pilgrims of promise.
We come, lifting our eyes to the hills,

for our help comes from the Maker of heaven and earth.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

God is here

God is always here
God is with us

God is always with us

SING: One more step along the world | go ATA 200

One more step along the world | go,
one more step along the world | go,
from the old things to the new

keep me travelling along with you.

And it’s from the old | travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

Round the corners of the world | turn,
more and more about the world | learn.
All the new things that | see,

you’ll be looking at along with me:

And it’s from the old | travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

As | travel through the bad and good,
keep me travelling the way | should.
Where | see no way to go,

you’ll be telling me the way, | know:
And it’s from the old | travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

Give me courage when the world is rough,
keep me loving though the world is tough.
Leap and sing in all | do,

keep me travelling along with you:

And it’s from the old | travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

You are older than the world can be,
you are younger than the life in me.
Ever old and ever new,

keep me travelling along with you:



And it’s from the old | travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.
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OPENING PRAYER

God of the long road,

you call us to walk by faith, not by sight.
You beckon us from the familiar

toward a future known only to you.

In our weariness, lift us.
In our fear, steady us.
In our grief, remind us that every step is held in grace.

As Abram heard your promise under foreign stars,

as Nicodemus heard your truth in the quiet of night,

so may we hear your voice today,

calling us into life that cannot be contained or controlled,
only trusted, only lived.

Amen.

SING: We will love / We will walk with you at the edges NCYC 93

We will walk with you at the edges,

we will die with you at the cross roads,
we will live in your dangerous places,
We will love.

We will risk with you taking chances,
we will stand with you facing evil,

we will live in your dangerous places,
we will love.

Come Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer,
come now living friend, please draw near,
alone we feel unsure and so afraid.

Calling us to live by your grace,

calling us to leave all that’s safe,

our lives we choose to lose so you may save.

We will walk with you at the edges,

we will die with you at the cross roads,
we will live in your dangerous places,
We will love.

We will risk with you taking chances,



we will stand with you facing evil,
we will live in your dangerous places,
we will love.

Stepping out, we call on your name,

knowing you have healed all our shame.

Our God, your precious love has made us whole.
Gifting us with power to set free,

Holy Spirit use even me.

Renew all that | am so | may see.

We will walk with you at the edges,

we will die with you at the cross roads,
we will live in your dangerous places,
We will love.

We will risk with you taking chances,
we will stand with you facing evil,

we will live in your dangerous places,
we will love.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of promise and patience, we confess that we cling to certainty more than

to you.

We resist the unknown, we shrink from risk, we forget your faithfulness be-

hind and before us.

Forgive us for mistaking comfort for peace and hesitation for wisdom.

Forgive the smallness of our hope.

Silent reflection

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Hear this truth: the One who calls you also keeps you.

Even when faith falters, grace remains.

God’s love goes before you, behind you, beside you, always.

In Christ, you are forgiven and free to journey on.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



PEACE:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

| The Service of the Word
BIBLE READINGS:

Genesis 12:1-4a

12Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show you. 2l will
make of you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. ®l will bless those who bless you,
and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”

“‘So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

SILENT LISTENING

During this season of Lent, we want to practice a special discipline of 'Listening'
every Sunday. Now that we have heard God’s Word, let us take a moment of
holy silence to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us. After the silence, we will
sing 'Listen in Silence' three times as our prayer. Let us be still before the Lord.

(30 seconds silence)
Listen in the silence,
listen in the noise,

listen for the sound of the Spirit’s voice.

John 3:1-17

3Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ?He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that
you do apart from the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very
truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s



womb and be born?” *Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and

Spirit. *"What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit
is spirit. ‘Do not be astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born
from above.’ ®*The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How
can these things be?” "*Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? "“Very truly, | tell
you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. "If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? "*No one has ascended into heaven except the one
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted

up, "*that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. "*“For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. "“Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.

CHOIR: Jesus is Calling

REFLECTION — Deok Hee

Two weeks ago, on Transfiguration Sunday, we were on the mountain top with
Jesus and his disciples. There, in the bright cloud, we heard the voice of God
saying: "This is my Son, whom | love; listen to him!" Then, as we began the first
week of Lent, we took those words into our hearts. We decided that during this
holy season, we would make a special effort to listen. | challenged you to spend
just five minutes every day in silence—turning off the noise of the world and
simply listening to God’s quiet voice. | hope that during the past two weeks, you
have found those quiet moments. Perhaps, in that silence, you met the God
who speaks to us not in a loud thunder, but in a gentle whisper.

But as we enter the second Sunday of Lent, God invites us to take the next
step. If the first step was listening to Jesus on the mountain, the second step is
following Jesus down the mountain and onto the road. Our theme today is
"Faith on the Road." Thinking about this, | remembered a special time when |



was a youth worker. | took a group of high school teenagers to a youth camp.
We did an activity that | will never forget. | asked the students to put on blind-
folds so they couldn't see anything. Their job was to reach a destination, but
they had to rely entirely on my voice to get there. To make it harder, | placed
obstacles on the path—buckets of water, deep holes, and tree branches. As |
guided them, | would say, "Careful! There is a big puddle of water in front of
you," or "Watch out! There is a dangerous hole to your left." When we can see
the path, it's easy. But when those teenagers were blindfolded, everything
changed. | watched their reactions: Some were frozen with fear. They were
afraid to take even one small step. Others started asking a hundred questions:
"How deep is the hole?" "How big is the water?" "Are you sure | won't fall?"
They moved very, very slowly, feeling the ground with their toes. In that mo-
ment, the most important thing wasn't how strong the students were, or how
much they knew. The only thing that mattered was: "Do they trust the voice of
the guide?" This is exactly what faith feels like. Like those teenagers, we often
feel like we are walking with a "blindfold" on. Life is full of "puddles" and
"holes"—uncertainty about our health, our finances, or our future. We ask God a
thousand questions because we are afraid. But today, we see two people in the
Bible who were asked to walk through the "fog." Abram was told to leave his
home for a land he had never seen. Nicodemus was told to leave his old way of
thinking to be "born again." Both of them had to learn that faith is walking when
you cannot see, because you trust the One who is leading you.

First, let’s look at Abram in Genesis 12. God says to him: "Go from your coun-
try, your people, and your father’s house to the land | will show you." Think
about this for a moment. God did not give Abram a map. He did not tell him the
name of the city. He simply said, "Go... to the land | will show you." This means
Abram had to start walking before he knew where he was going. For Abram,
leaving his home was very scary. In those days, your family and your land were
your "safety net." Without them, you were a stranger with no protection. Some
of us here in this church are migrants. We know what this feels like. We remem-
ber the day we left our home countries. We left behind our families, the smell of
our favourite foods, and the streets where everyone knew our names. And
when we arrived here in Australia, everything was "Unknown." Do you remem-
ber those first few years? The struggle to find the right words in a new lan-
guage. The confusion of learning a new culture—how people think, how they
live. The effort to understand the history and traditions of this land. Sometimes,
it felt like we were walking in the dark. We felt lost. We asked ourselves, "Did |
make the right choice?" But church, look at where you are now! That difficult
journey was a Journey of Faith. Like Abram, you stepped out because you trus-
ted that God had a promise for you. You didn't have all the answers, but you
had a God who was walking right beside you. When God told Abram, "I will
make you a blessing," He wasn't just talking about money or land. He was say-
ing: "l will take your courage, your struggle, and your new life, and | will use it to
bless the people around you." So, if you are feeling tired today on your "road,"



or if you feel like a stranger in a new culture, remember Abram. Your journey is
not a mistake. It is a sacred Journey with a God who never leaves your side.

But brothers and sisters, there is another kind of journey we must take. Some-
times, the hardest 'home' to leave is not a country or a house. The hardest thing
to leave is our old way of thinking. While Abram had to move his feet, our next
person, Nicodemus, had to move his heart. Nicodemus was a very smart man
and a religious leader. But he comes to see Jesus "at night." He was confused.
He had a lot of knowledge, but his heart was still searching. Jesus tells him:
"You must be born again." Nicodemus asks, "How can an old man go back into
his mother’s body?" But Jesus is saying: "Nicodemus, you need to leave your
old house of rules and logic. You need to stop trying to control everything and
let the Holy Spirit lead you—Ilike the wind." This is the hardest part of the road
for many of us. Sometimes, we think we know everything about God or our
church. We get stuck in our 'old culture' of doing things. But Jesus invites us to
a New Culture of Grace. God’s journey is not a journey of judgment. It is a jour-
ney of love. When we realize this, our 'night' ends. So, during this Lent, | want to
challenge us. Following Jesus means leaving behind the things we think are 'al-
ways right'—our own knowledge, our fixed ways of living, and even our own reli-
gious habits. How often do we understand and judge the world only by our own
standards? How often do we judge the people around us based on our own
rules? This Lent, let’s be like Nicodemus and lay those things down. Instead of
speaking our own truth, let’s listen to the stories of others. Instead of pushing
our own plans, let’s listen to the thoughts of God. When we let go of our
'selves'—our pride and our judgments—we finally begin to understand the true
meaning of those beautiful words: 'For God so loved the world.' God didn't love
the world because it followed his rules perfectly. He loved the world in all its
messiness and uncertainty. When we stop judging and start listening, we begin
to love the world exactly as God loves it. We stop walking in our own 'night' and
start walking in the light of God’s grace." When our hearts are open like this, we
can no longer ignore the cries of our neighbours. This is why, as a Uniting
Church, we cannot look away from the pain around us. Today, many people are
on a "difficult road." We think of refugees who are forced to leave their homes.
We think of our neighbours who are struggling to pay for food and rent. We
think of the First Nations people of this land who are still looking for justice. If we
are "born again" in God's love, we cannot stay comfortable while others are
hurting.

Brothers and sisters, as we continue our Lent journey, remember: You don’t
need to see the whole road to start walking. This week, | invite you to keep tak-
ing that 'five minutes' of silence. But let it be a time of letting go. Lay down your
own judgments, lay down your pride, and simply listen. Listen to the quiet
thoughts of God, and listen to the stories of the people around you. When we



stop talking and start listening, the road becomes clearer. You don't need to be
perfect to follow Jesus; you just need to be open. Do not be afraid of the un-
known. Just take that next step. Don't worry, because the God who loves the
whole world is walking right there with you. Amen.

SING: He came down that we may have love/ Jesus came bringing us hope
IONA

Jesus came bringing us hope.
Jesus came bringing us hope.
Jesus came bringing us hope.
Hallelujah for evermore!

Jesus came showing God’s peace.
Jesus came showing God’s peace.
Jesus came showing God’s peace.
Hallelujah for evermore!

Jesus came bringing us joy.
Jesus came bringing us joy.
Jesus came bringing us joy.
Hallelujah for evermore!

Jesus came showing God’s love.
Jesus came showing God’s love.
Jesus came showing God’s love.
Hallelujah for evermore!

Jesus came showing justice.
Jesus came showing justice.
Jesus came showing justice.
Hallelujah for evermore!

Traditional Cameroon folk song.
Reproduced under Copyright Licences:
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OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER
God of every journey, we place before you what we have,

tokens of gratitude, symbols of trust.

May these gifts become sustenance for others, hope for the weary, and
signposts of your love along the road. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Faithful One, for those beginning new journeys, through illness, relocation, or
loss, grant courage and companionship.

For those who wander in grief, unsure where hope resides, shine a small
light to guide their way.

For leaders and nations, teach them to seek wisdom beyond self-interest.

For the Church, that we may travel lightly, trusting your Spirit more than our
plans.

For all creation, groaning under the weight of misuse, lead us toward
renewal.

And for ourselves, pilgrims of dust and promise, help us to keep walking,
one faithful, fragile step at a time. Amen.

THE LORDS PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

| The Sending Forth of the People of God

SING: The heavens are telling the glory of God / Canticle of the Sun
AOV1-003

The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and all creation is shouting for joy.

Come, dance in the forest,



come, play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Sing to the sun, the bringer of day,
he carries the light of the Lord in his rays;
the moon and the stars who light up the way
unto your throne.
The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and all creation is shouting for joy.
Come, dance in the forest,
come, play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Praise to the wind that blows through the trees,
the seas mighty storms, the gentlest breeze;
they blow where they will, they blow where they please
to please the Lord.
The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and all creation is shouting for joy.
Come, dance in the forest,
come, play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Praise to the rain that waters our fields,
and blesses our crops so all the earth yields;
from death unto life her myst'ry revealed
springs forth in joy.
The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and all creation is shouting for joy.
Come, dance in the forest,
come, play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Praise to the fire who gives us his light,



the warmth of the sun to brighten our night;
he dances with joy, his spirit so bright,
he sings of you.

The heavens are telling the glory of God,

and all creation is shouting for joy.

Come, dance in the forest,

come, play in the field,

and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.
Sing to the earth who makes life to grow,
the creatures you made to let your life show;
the flowers and trees that help us to know
the heart of love.

The heavens are telling the glory of God,

and all creation is shouting for joy.

Come, dance in the forest,

come, play in the field,

and sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.

Sing, sing to the glory of the Lord.

© 1980 GIA Publications; adapter, Marty Haugen
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BLESSING:

Go now in faith, though the road is long and the horizon hidden.
Go, carrying both grief and hope,

for God travels with you.

May the One who called Abram bless your going out and coming in.
May Christ, the Light of the world, illumine each uncertain step.

And may the Spirit be your companion on every journey,

now and always. Amen.



SENDING SONG: Faith, Hope and Love ATOK 376

Faith, hope and love —
this is what we long for.
Faith, hope and love —
this is what we need.
Faith, hope and love —
this is what we cry for.
Oh, teach us how to live.

Trust in the Truth —

this is what we long for.
Trust in the Truth -

this is what we need.
Trust in the Truth -

this is what we cry for.
Oh, teach us how to live.

Patience within -

this is what we long for.
Patience within —

this is what we need.
Patience within —

this is what we cry for.
Oh, teach us how to live.

Freedom for all —

this is what we long for.
Freedom for all —

this is what we need.
Freedom for all -

this is what we cry for.
Oh, teach us how to live.

Faith, hope and love —
this is what we long for.
Faith, hope and love —
this is what we need.
Faith, hope and love —
this is what we cry for.
Oh, teach us how to live.
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